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Questions and Answers

Question 1

I finish my individual SALT 2 in January, but my colleague starts hers in the same month. Which of
us can participate in a group project? Or both? The topic will be different than in our individual
projects.

Answer 1

According to the guidelines for applicants for SALT Il Academic research grant projects, the applicant
and lead applicant(s) should be legal entities which have to form a research team. You and your
colleague can take part in the research ream as long as your individual research topics supported by
SALT Il are different from the one you will apply as a research team member under SALT Ill. This rule is
set to avoid double funding for the same activity.

Question 2

I would like to ask:
a) whenis the earliest date to start and the most late date to finish a project, which could
last 6-18 month?
b) when is the most late date to start a project in SALT-1ll call?
c) isitpossible to have the fellowship on SALT-Il call and to be a part of a project team on
SALT-llI call?

Answer 2

a) The guidelines for applicants for SALT Il Academic research grant projects do not define the project
start date but provide the indicative date of signing the grant contracts which is 21° July 2025 (page
24 of the guidelines). Please note, that this date is indicative, so you are recommended to plan the
project start in the application not earlier than September 2025. The final project start and end dates
will be specified in the grant agreement. The duration of the project should be from 6 to 18 months.

b) The latest date to start a project of 18 months duration is Oct 2025.

c) Accordingtothe guidelines for applicants for SALT Ill Academic research grant projects, the applicant
and lead applicant(s) should be legal entities which have to form a research team. You can take part
in the research team as long as your individual research topic supported by SALT Il is different from




the one you will apply as a research team member under SALT lll. This rule is set to avoid double
funding for the same activity.

Question 3

Would you be so kind as to clarify the timeline for the Academic Research Projects?

While the duration of the projects is indicated as 6 to 18 months here
https://cpva.lt/en/calls-for-proposals/academic-research-project-grants-in-the-framework-of-
eudbelarus-support-for-advanced-learning-and-training-salt-iii-programme

However there is no specific information regarding when a project can start and finish (day,
month, year).

Answer 3

The guidelines for applicants for SALT lll Academic research grant projects do not define the project
start date but provide the indicative date of signing the grant contracts which is 21 July 2025 (page 24
of the guidelines). Please note, that this date is indicative, so you are recommended to plan the project
start in the application not earlier than September 2025. The final project start and end dates will be
set in the grant agreement. The duration of the project should be from 6 to 18 months.

Question 4

I'd like to ask, is it possible for me to participate in the situation when | received a grant with
financial supportin EU?

Answer 4

According to the guidelines for applicants for SALT Il Academic research grant projects, the applicant
and lead applicant(s) should be legal entities which have to form a research team. You can take part in
the research ream as long as your individual research topics supported by other EU programmes are
different from the one you will apply as a research team member under SALT lll open call. This rule is set
to avoid double EU funding for the same activity.

Question 5

Does the applicant organization (university) have to make a co-financing contribution to the project
funding?

Answer 5

Project budget must be developed by encompassing of 100% planned eligible costs:

e 80%-95% that will be covered of the grant (see Section 1.3 of the Guidelines for applicants).

e 5-20% must be financed from sources other than the general budget of the European Union or
the European Development Fund. These costs must be identified in relevant entries of section
“Expected sources of funding” of separate worksheet of Annex B “Budget” (Part B - Co-
Financing). Please note that in-kind contribution and volunteer’s work are ineligible in this call.

This also will be reflected in Article 3 “Financing the Action” of the Grant Contract (template in Annex G)

and other places if relevant.
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Question 6

In case of the Lead Applicant is a university in EU. Can | (present Belarus citizen, who had been
affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian university or research institution,
and has lost his/her position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August
2020) be the part of the Research Team and take part in the project as a visiting researcher / a visitor
of the university?

Answer 6

There are two possibilities for an individual to take part in the project:

1. A member of the research team. In case of award and grant agreement signature, research team
members must be employed by Lead applicant or co-applicant if any (see 2.1.5. “Eligibility of
costs”). In cases when relation between organization and research team member is referred as
»employment“ it covers both - relation based on employment contract and service contract.

2. An Associate (other organisations or individuals). Associates are other organisations or individuals
which may be involved in the research project. Such associates play a real role in the project but
may not receive funding from the grant, except for per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have
to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in Section 2.1.1. Associates must be mentioned in Part B
Section 3 — ‘Associates participating in the action’— of the grant application form.

Question 7

I have two questions about the eligibility requirements for Belarusian scholars regarding
persecution:

1. The requirements section in the guidelines looks quite different from the one on SALT
and SALT Il calls. On SALT Il it says that a Belarusian researcher should “has left Belarus
[...] due to repression or persecutions on political grounds” and “has lost his/her
position because of political reasons and repressions”. Do | understand it correctly that
it’s not enough to be currently under risk of persecution on political grounds like it was
for SALT and SALT Il but, instead, one must prove that he/she lost their job “because of
political reasons and repressions”? If this is the case, | wonder how one can prove loss
of job on political grounds as it’s quite unlikely that in such cases there could be an
official document from an employer stating such a reason for firing an employee?

2. How exactly should be understood the wording “because of political reasons and
repressions”? Does it mean that a candidate should have a personal story of
persecution, or should it be understood broadly, that is the general political situationin
the country was such that made academics leave their jobs and move abroad? | kindly
ask to publish the clarifications as soon as possible as it’s crucial to understand if one
is eligible or not before undertaking such a big endeavour of developing aresearch idea,
working on a research proposal and forming a research team.

Answer 7

According to the Guidelines for Applicants Section 2.1.4. “Eligible actions: actions for which an
application may be made”, the research team should:




- include at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier than
August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated as
researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or
research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD
student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of
political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in
Belarus and in exile).

The applicant is requested to submit with the application any available supporting documents to
demonstrate that the Belarusian research team member(s) has been under threats, actual persecution
/repression, or risks of threatening, persecution, repressions on political grounds (based on official
protocols or other documents, such as reference letters issued by independent civil society
organisations, human rights activists, members of Coordination Committee/Council, etc.).

The supporting document should provide a detailed information about persecutions and/or repressions
on political grounds experienced by Belarusian research team member(s) (if applicable), date and
reasons for leaving Belarus, previous positions held at Belarusian academic institutions including dates
and reasons for leaving or being fired from the mentioned institutions. The description of this information
should be tailored to each Belarusian individual separately.

The explanation and documents provided are very personal and individual, it depends on personal story.
Any documents (letters, photos, etc.) are acceptable.

Question 8

We would like to cooperate with one or two researchers from Belarus. One of them has only the
agreement on scientific and pedagogical visit on the EU University. Is this enough for the proposal
condition ,,currently affiliated as researcher at European university or research institution“? He
hasn 't any working contract. We would like to hire him at our university for the project at the
beginning of the project realisation. Is it possible, please?

The other researcher from Belarus is now working as a freelance consultant and policy researcher
in EU country. Can we also hire this person for the project at the beginning?

Answer 8

To implement the action, application shall include a research team composed team members from

Belarus proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant which meets the following criteria:
- includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier than
August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated as
researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or
research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD
student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of
political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in
Belarus and in exile).

In case of award and grant agreement signature, research team members must be employed by Lead
applicant or co-applicant, if any (see 2.1.5. “Eligibility of costs”). In cases when relation between




organization and research team member is referred as ,,employment “, it covers both - relation based
on employment contract and service contract.

If at least one member of the research team satisfies the requirement described above, other research
team members are not strictly required to also satisfy this requirement. Associates (other organisations
orindividuals) may be involved in the research project. Such associates play a realrole in the project but
may not receive funding from the grant, except for per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have to
meet the eligibility criteria referred to in Section 2.1.1. of the guidelines. Associates must be mentioned
in Part B Section 3 — ‘Associates participating in the action’— of the grant application form.

Question 9

I would like to clarify the requirements for a citizen of Belarus. Is there any obstacle to submitting
this application if a citizen of Belarus is a graduate researcher and is part of a scientific group as a
student of a master's program?

Answer 9

According to the Section 2.1.4 ,Eligible actions: actions for with the application may be made“ of the
guidelines for applicants the application shall include a research team composed of team members
proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant which meets the following criteria:

i. includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier
than August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently
affiliated as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries)
university or research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher,
lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her
position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns
both those remaining in Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not less
than 4 years before the application for this call of proposals.

iii. includes aleader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.
The research team must collectively fulfil the criteria listed above. One individual team member may
meet more than one of the above criteria or these criteria may be fulfilled by multiple individuals within
the team. Additional team members who do not meet criteria (i, ii, iii) are permitted, if at least one
member of the research team satisfies the requirements described above.

From the information provided in your question, it can be assumed that the Belarusian citizen is
“currently affiliated as a researcher”, which is required by the criterion “i”. However, the contracting
authority is not able to provide a prior opinion on the eligibility of the research team member at this stage,
as it has not all the information regarding meeting all the requirements set at the criterion “i” for the
Belarusian member of the research team.

Question 10

I would like to clarify a few details regarding the SALT3 program:

1. lIs it correct that the application requires at least three people: one Belarusian citizen who
left after 2020, one person affiliated with non-profit institutions in the EU, and a project
leader under similar conditions?

2. Should the administrative part of the grant not exceed 20%?




3. Is it possible to plan research trips to Ukraine? This is probably the most important

question.
4. What are the timelines for funding start in case the application is approved?
Answer 10

1. The research team proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant must collectively fulfil the
criteria listed in Section 2.1.4 ,,Eligible actions: actions for with the application may be made* of the
guidelines for applicants. One individual team member may meet more than one of the above
criteria or these criteria may be fulfilled by multiple individuals within the team. Additional team
members who do not meet criteria (i, ii, iii) are permitted, if at least one member of the research
team satisfies the requirements described above.

Please see Answer 9 for detail requirements for the research team members. Pay attention that
criterion “ii” speaks about one researcher that “has worked in European academic institutions” but
not “affiliated with non-profit institution”, as it is named in your question.

2. The project management and administration staff costs shall not exceed 10% of total direct costs
(Section 2.1.5. Eligibility costs: costs that can be included).

3. Research project and all its activities must be carried out in the Member State(s) of the European
Union (see “Location” under Section 2.1.4 ,Eligible actions: actions for with the application may be
made®).

4. The latest start of the project is Oct 2025, if the duration of the project is maximum (18 months).

Question 11

Can you clarify the first point about applicants. I'm working at University since 2019 but for
participation in the competition | need a person who went to EU from Belarus and working or
affiliated in some EU institution?

Answer 11

To implement the action, application shall include a research team composed of team members
proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant which meets the following criteria:

i. includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus', who has left Belarus since no earlier
than August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated
as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or
research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD
student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of
political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in
Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not less
than 4 years before the application for this call of proposals.

iii. includes a leader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.

' Applicants, who lost or renounced their Belarusian citizenship after August 2020, or do not have valid Belarusian
passport at the time of Application submission, must present documental evidence of valid Belarusian citizenship
at the time of August 2020.



Since you have been working in the University in the EU since 2019, you do not meet the criterion “i” but
may meet both criteria “ii” and “iii”. To meet the eligibility criteria for the research team, you should
include a person who can meet the criterion “i”.

Question 12

Please specify exactly the set of documents necessary to confirm the status of Belarusian citizen
for the application. | believe | do qualify: | am a historian who left Belarus as a result of short
imprisonment and a threat of further persecution, fir my position about Russian invasion to
Ukraine. And | am a member of joint research group with Lithuanian colleagues. | have a valid
Belarusian passport, and a court decision of March 2022, and interview with me after the release
from prison published in several Belarusian independent media. But what is the full list of
documents pertaining to myself as a team member, that should be submitted together with the
application ?

Answer 12

From the information provided in the question you meet the criteria set in the Section 2.1.4 of the
Guidelines for applicants and have to submit the documents to prove your statement. To prove the
eligibility, you should submit with the application the documents that should demonstrate that you have
been under threats, actual persecution/repression, or risks of threatening, persecution, repressions on
political grounds (based on official protocols or other documents, such as reference letters issued by
independent civil society organisations, human rights activists, members of Coordination Committee,
etc.).

Question 13

| am generally interested in the EU4Belarus: Support for advanced learning and training (SALT Iil)
programme. Unfortunately, | have learned about your initiative only recently.
Can you tell me will there be a similar Callin the future? | would be very grateful for a short reply.

Answer 13

SALT IIl programme will be implemented until the end of 2027. At the moment there is an open call for
projects announced for Academic Research project grants. There are no other calls for the same activity
planned in SALT Ill but you still may to apply, as the deadline for submission of applicationsis 17th March
2025. Continuation of EU4Belarus SALT programmes is not confirmed yet.

Please find a link to the detail information about the call for Academic Research project grants in Central
Project Management Agency’s website https://cpva.lt/en/calls-for-proposals/academic-research-
project-grants-in-the-framework-of-eudbelarus-support-for-advanced-learning-and-training-salt-iii-
programme.

Information in Belarussian and Russian is available at EU4Belarus website https://eudbelarus.info/ .

Question 14

Can an organization submit an application alone, or is a partner required?



https://cpva.lt/en/calls-for-proposals/academic-research-project-grants-in-the-framework-of-eu4belarus-support-for-advanced-learning-and-training-salt-iii-programme
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Answer 14

According to the Section 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s)), the lead
applicant may act individually or with co-applicant(s).

Question 15

Is there a minimum number of project participants (i.e. how many researchers should be involved
in the project activities)?

Answer 15

There is no requirement for the number of researchers in the guidelines, but there are requirements for
the members of the research team (Section 2.1.4), where criteria ‘ii’ and ‘iii’ can be met by the same
person, and criterion ‘i’ should be met by at least one member of the research team. So, the minimum
number is two researchers, unless you have a team member who can meet all three criteria.

According to the Section 2.1.4 ,Eligible actions: actions for with the application may be made® of the
guidelines for applicants the application shall include a research team composed of team members
proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant which meets the following criteria:

i. includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier than
August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated
as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or
research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD
student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of
political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in
Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not less than 4
years before the application for this call of proposals.

iii. includes a leader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.

Question 16

Our institute is a non-profit organization dedicated to conducting academic research, and we are
registered as a legal entity in the European Union. However, while we meet these criteria, we would
like to clarify our eligibility, as we are not a university but rather an independent research institute.
The call for proposals states that applicants must be:

o Alegal entity,

o Non-profit,

e A specific type of organization such as a university or other academic institution (including

institutes of National Academies of Sciences, etc.),

e Established in a Member State of the European Union.
As anindependent academic institution, we conduct research, publish scholarly works, and
contribute to international academic cooperation. Given this, we would appreciate clarification on
whether we are eligible to apply under this call.




Additionally, | would like to confirm whether we can apply for this grant considering our previous
participation in the SALT Il programme. When we initially applied for the grant, we outlined a multi-
volume publication plan, and we are currently finalizing the first volume. Our current grant is set to
conclude in July 2025.

Given this timeline, | would like to confirm whether we can submit an application for the SALT
Il grant now, considering that work on the next volume will begin in September 2025.

Answer 16

1. According to Section 2.1.1. “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s))” of the
guidelines for applicants the lead applicant must be a specific type of organization such as: university
or other academic institution (like institutes of National Academy of Sciences, etc.) established in a
Member State of the European Union. A non-profit organisation can not apply as a lead applicant but
can take partin a project as co-applicant or affiliated partner. Co-applicants participate in designing
and implementing the action, and the costs they incur are eligible in the same way as those incurred
by the lead applicant.

2. Yes, you can apply regardless your participation in SALT |l programme, however according to Section
2.1.4 “Eligible actions” the applicant (or, where applicable, its co-applicant(s) and (or) affiliated
entity(ies)) and (or) research team members cannot receive funding from any other scheme in
EU4BELARUS SALT, SALT Il, SALT Ill programmes (scholarships, fellowships, grants, etc.) for the same
action and/or research topic. The Contracting Authority leaves the right to request additional
documents during the evaluation process in case of doubt. If such case is identified, applicant (or,
where applicable, its co-applicant(s) and (or) affiliated entity(ies)) and (or) research team members
may choose to cancel other funding sources if application under proposed Action is recommended
for award.

3. The latest start of the project is Oct 2025, if the duration of the project is maximum (18 months).

Question 17

Does supporting letters from authorized European organizations and Institutions can be attached
or added to the application (form completed (SALT lll) by the lead applicant. Is it allowed by rules?

Answer 17

According to the guidelines the supporting letters from authorized European organizations and
Institutions are not requested and will not be considered during the evaluation. The evaluation of the
applications will be based on the eligibility check and scorings of the Concept Note (Step 1) and the Full
Application (Step 2) to ensure equal treatment of all applicants. The evaluation of the quality of
application will be based on the evaluation criteria set in Section 3.1.5 "Evaluation and selection of
applications".

Nevertheless, you can briefly mention in the application the support of famous European organizations,
NGOs, Democracy agencies dealing with the relevant issues applied for the grant topic concerned in
describing the situation analysis and importance of the research topic for the target groups of the
project. Also, you can include the above-mentioned supporting organisations to the dissemination
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activities of the research project. Also, please note that novelty and practical significance of the research
should be described in the application but not in a supporting letter. In addition, please refer to the
application form (1.7.2.Relevance to the needs and constraints), where the applicant is asked to explain
how the research project fits or is coordinated with any other programme(s) or project(s); to specify the
potential synergies with other initiatives, by the European Commission; to explain the complementarity
with other initiatives supported by the EU and by other donors. Be specific and describe only those
research and initiatives who have the biggest complementarity to your research project.

Question 18

1. | have two people from Belarus in my group, one Ph.D. and one M.Sc. students. Can both
participate in the call? If yes, could two project proposals be submitted?

2. If the Belarusian participant cannot provide documentation about his/her political
prosecution, can s/he still apply?

3. Do lunderstand correctly that there must be at least 3 participants: one form Belarus; one
"senior" researcher (at least 4 years in a EU academic institutions; one leader, i.e., with a
Ph.D. degree)

4. Ifyes, do they need to be affiliated to institutions from different EU countries?

Answer 18

1. At least one member of the research group should meet the requirement for the research team
set in Section 2.1.4. “Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made” of the
guidelines: include at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since
no earlier than August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is
currently affiliated as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP
countries) university or research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as
researcher, lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost
his/her position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020
(concerns both those remaining in Belarus and in exile).

If at least one personin the research team meets above mention criteria, the other research team
member from Belarus is not required to meet the requirement.
Regarding the number of project proposals please see Q&A 23 and 35.

2. The applicant is requested to submit with the application any available supporting documents
to demonstrate that the Belarusian research team member(s) has been under threats, actual
persecution /repression, or risks of threatening, persecution, repressions on political grounds
(based on official protocols or other documents, such as reference letters issued by
independent civil society organisations, human rights activists, members of Coordination
Committee/Council, etc.). If a person was persecuted but has no official document or prove,
he/she should address to the above-mentioned independent organisations or persons who can
prove his/her persecutions. The supporting document should provide a detailed information
about persecutions and/or repressions on political grounds experienced by Belarusian research
team member(s) (if applicable), date and reasons for leaving Belarus, previous positions held at
Belarusian academic institutions including dates and reasons for leaving or being fired from the
mentioned institutions. The description of this information should be tailored to each Belarusian
individual separately. The explanation and documents provided are very personal and individual,
it depends on personal story. Any documents (letters, photos, etc.) are acceptable.
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Pay attention, that if a person has left Belarus not because of the repressions and persecutions
of political groups or before August 2020, he/she would not meet the eligibility criteria set for
research team to have at least one such member.

3. Please see Q&A 15.

4. The research team members can be from the same institution and from the same EU member
state, if the lead applicant applies alone without a co-partner or an affiliated partner. If a lead
applicant applies in a consortium with a co-applicant or an affiliated partner, each of the partner
organisations must propose at least one member to the research team. The guidelines do not
require that the partners of consortium or members of the research team would be from different
EU members states.

Question 19

Does budget section C and D are the obligatory sections for completing?

Answer 19

Yes, all budget sections of Annex B in sheets “1. Budget”, “2. Justification”, “3. Expected sources of
funding” are mandatory to be completed, even though budget sections C and D may contain the same
amounts.

Question 20

Is it really necessary to provide an "Annex-J1-Confirmation-of-eligibility-of-VAT-for-expert". As
these projects will involve non-economic activities for which the VAT paid by my institution on the
projects cannot be deducted. Can a confirmation from the financial director of my institution that
the VAT will not be deductible be sufficient, without an external expert assessment?

Answer 20

According to Section 3.1.1 “Application form” of the Guidelines for applicants Annex J and Annex J1
(Declaration of honour on VAT eligibility from the entity concerned accompanied by an expert statement,
e.g. by a lawyer, auditor etc.), if properly justified by the applicant, could be submitted after the
submission of the Application form or even after the Grant Contract signing, if so decided by Contracting
Authority.

Annex J must be signed by the head of the applicant’s institution or an authorized person.

AnnexJ1 is necessary to confirm VAT eligibility by an external assessment, therefore it must be signed by
an external expert (e.g. by a lawyer, auditor etc.). It cannot be sighed by an employee of the applicant
organization.

Question 21

What does it mean if the Belarusian researcher is included as "associate" instead of employee of
the EU university. Is this sufficient to be recognized as a "team member"?

Answer 21
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According to Section 2.1.4 ,Eligible actions: actions for with the application may be made“ of the
guidelines for applicants the application shall include a research team which meets the following
criteria:

i. includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier than
August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated
as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or
research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD
student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of
political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in
Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not less than 4
years before the application for this call of proposals.

iii. includes a leader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.

Following the criteria at least one research team member must be a Belarusian meeting the criterion “i”.
If at least one Belarusian member of the research team satisfies the requirement “i”, other Belarusian
members may act as “associate” members who would not be required to meet criterion “i”. As per
section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, organizations or individuals (including those of Belarusian
citizenship) can be involved with the project as “associates”. Such associates play a real role in the
action but may not receive funding from the grant, except for per diem or travel costs. Therefore
“associates” cannot receive salary reimbursement and cannot satisfy eligibility criteria listed above.

Question 22

In what form can a university contribute 15% of its contribution to a grant? What can it be? Can it
be a salary for the university staff who will work on the project?

What can be considered a 15% investment of university funds: salaries of university staff
(researchers, managers, accountants) who work on the project, use of university offices and the
like?

Answer 22

According to Section 1.3 ,,Financial allocation provided by the contracting authority” of the guidelines
for applicants applicant’s contribution must fall between 5 and 20 percentages of total eligible costs of
the action.

As per logic of EU contribution and co-financing, every cost is covered by both. In essence, if applicant
organization incur 1 € of costs regardless of cost type (salary, travel costs, per-diems, services, other),
EU will cover 80-95% (e.g. 0,8 — 0,95 €) and co-financing will cover remaining 5-20 % (0,05 - 0,2 €) of
every 1 € declared. So, EU will cover 80-95% of the declared total amount, and not “700% of an
earmarked cost/budget line X, while applicant institution provides 100% of an earmarked cost /budget
line Y”.

Type of costs, eligible to be included in the project budget, and therefore declared and covered, are listed
in section 2.1.5 (part Eligible direct costs) of the Guidelines, e.g. salaries of research team and project
management-administration staff are eligible, but the coverage of costs, related to University’s offices
(rent, utilities, etc.) is not.
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Question 23

If there is a limit of applications for the one institution?

Answer 23

Number of applications and grants per applicants/affiliated entities is defined in Section 2.1.4 “Eligible
actions: actions for which an application may be made” of the guidelines for applicants. According to it:
- Thelead applicant may submit more than 1 application under this call for proposals.
- Thelead applicant may not be awarded more than 1 grant under this call for proposals.
- The lead applicant may be a co-applicant or affiliated entity in another application at the same
time.
- A co-applicant/affiliated entity may be the co-applicant or affiliated entity in more than 1
application under this call for proposals.
A co-applicant/affiliated entity may not be awarded more than 1 grant under this call for proposals.

Question 24

How to calculate the budget?

Answer 24

Please refer to Section 2.1.5. “Eligibility of costs: costs that can be included” of the guidelines for
applicants to determine which costs are eligible under this call of proposals. The eligible costs
necessary for the implementation of the action must be included to Annex B sheet “7. Budget” and
justified in the sheet “2. Justification”. The overall amount of grant and contribution should be entered in
sheet “3. Expected sources of funding”.

The sheet “1. Budget” must reflect units and price of one unit, providing the total amount provisioned
for the budget line. Please find 2 examples below:

1. Budget for the Action' All Years
Unit ® # of units | Unit value Total Cost
Costs -
S (inEUR) | (in EUR)’
1.1.1 Project manager lead aplicant ( 60% FT1E) Per month 7.2 1550 11160
1. Budget for the Action’ All Years
Unit # of units | Unit value Total Cost
Costs .
W WLNTET WIS, I ViIE S tln EURl tin EURla
|51 Researcher Per hour 300 5 1500

Do not exceed the limits set for some budget costs: costs of rent and purchase of research equipment,
supplies, consumables and services (up to 15% of eligible costs), project management and
administration staff costs (up to 10%), indirect costs (up to 7 %).

Do notinclude into the budget ineligible costs listed in the section 2.1.5 “Eligibility of costs: costs that
can be included”. Please note that project office costs, in-kind contributions and volunteers’ work are
ineligible under this call of proposals.

The budget must include eligible costs related to the Action as a whole, the part financed by the
Contracting Authority and the contribution of the applicants.
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If any of the budget lines are not required for the project, please leave them empty and do not make any
changes to the budget form of Annex B.

When justifying the costs (Sheet 2 of Annex B) split the overall cost at each budget line into
components and in the column “Clarification of the budget items” explain why the costs are necessary
in implementing the project and map to the activities of the project (e.g., research activities,
dissemination events, travel, publishing, equipment required for the research, project administration
staff required, etc.), if applicable. Provide the estimation of the costs in the column “Justification of the
estimated costs” to prove clearly how you have come up to the amount in each budget line and what
the costs were based on. In justification of the costs provide detailed calculation of the final amount.
Please find an examples on 2 types of costs (Human Resources and purchase of Services) in the sheet
“2. Justification” below as this is the Annex B sheet which represents the calculation of prices in a
compatible manner:

Lilgiyea @liu ULign IB181EU LUSLS, BABaUIIL Sial)

The salary rate of the Project manager is an estimation based on current labour market rates
and average salary level for similar positions at the institution
Gross salary rate (including social security charges and other renumeration costs) - 1.550 €
per month. Estimated time of position to be covered for project objectives to be reached - 12
Praject manager will ensure coordination of activities | months. Average workioad FTE 60% per month. Total estimation: 1550 ELUR/month = (60% = 12
and resear:tn tean:ﬁprm?ﬁcTanagtehme;tl repo;tmg, months) = 1550 EUR/month * 7,2 units = 11160 EUR. An average value is presentad, possible
o, communicating with contracting autharity, monitonng |yariations of gross salary and (or) monthly workload could vary per implementation period on
111 Project manager (lead aplicant) (50% FTE) of compliance with contractual abligations, condition that overall estimation of actual costs for this position shall not exceed Budget line
monitoring of results, during implementation period | amount in force.
ofthe project The actual amount will be based on actual costs incurred and may deviate from the average
unitvalue. Actual costs will be recalculated proportionately to the ime worked on a project, fixed
on the supporting documents {log of time worked per month/day/etc.). Costs include non wage
|abour costs (including employer's taxes/contributions).

The fee rate of the Researcher is an estimation based on current labour market rates. The
researcher will be providing senices under a senvice contract. The calculation is the
following: & EUR/ hour * 300 hours = 1500.00 EUR. The Researcher will conduct Activities
X.Y., A.B and X.X_ Actual costs may vary and shall be determined on basis of actual
hours worked in the project based on supporting documents (log of hours warked,
timeshests, stc.).

Provisioned purchase of academic Researcher.
The Researcher will be involved in all phases of
5.1 Researcher the project, participating as a researcher in the
project, contributing to publications and the
project’'s workshop conduction.

When filling in the sheet “3. Expected sources of funding” of Annex B, indicate the amount requested
from the Contracting Authority (A) and applicants’ contribution (B). List the applicant organisations (lead
applicant and co-applicants, if any) and their amount of contribution to detail the data about
contribution. Budget sections C and D have to be filled in, even though they may contain the same
amounts. Share of the grant and contribution should be calculated upon the formulas provided in the
sheet (e.g., A/C x 100, A/D x 100).

Question 25

Forms of employment for external members of research group.

Answer 25

In case of award and grant agreement signature, research team members must be employed by Lead
applicant or co-applicant, if any (see 2.1.5. “Eligibility of costs”). In cases when relation between
organization and research team member is referred as ,employment it covers both —relation based on
employment contract and service contract.

According to the Section 2.1.3. “Associates and contractors” of the guidelines for applicants, Associates
(other organisations or individuals) and contractors may be involved in the research project. Such
entities are not applicants nor affiliated entities and do not have to sign the ‘mandate for co-applicant(s)’
or ‘affiliated entities' statement:

- Associates. They may play a real role in the project but may not receive funding from the grant,
except for per diem or travel costs. Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred
to in Section 2.1.1. of the guidelines. Associates must be mentioned in Part B Section 3 —
‘Associates participating in the action’ — of the grant application form.
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- Contractors. The beneficiaries and their affiliated entities are permitted to award contracts.
Associates or affiliated entity(ies) cannot be also contractors in the project. Contractors are
subject to the procurement rules set out in Annex IV to the standard grant contract

Question 26

Can the research described in the grant be a continuation of the fellowship topic, i.e. deepening
and broadening of the topic, as well as development of new research instruments (software)?

Answer 26

Yes, the research can be a continuation of the previous research or fellowship or be a part of a bigger
research project, however the grant cannot be used for the same activities and production of the same
outputs. Where the action is the continuation of a previous research, clearly indicate how it is intended
to build on the activities/results of this previous action and how the action will differ from or complement
the previous research, refer to the main conclusions and recommendations of any evaluations carried
out, specify the potential synergies with previous or other initiatives, indicate any specific added-value
elements of the action, e.g. innovation, method, and best practice.

As per second-to-last paragraph of part (iii) of Section 2.1.4 “Research team composition” of the
Guidelines, if such completed or ongoing fellowship is/was granted from SALT or SALT Il to one of the
research team members, such fact with all the supporting information and documentation must be
provided with the application. The Contracting Authority leaves the right to request additional
documents during the evaluation process in case of doubt. If such case of same topics between
completed/ongoing fellowship and application for this call, applicant (and (or) research team members
may choose to cancel other funding sources if application under proposed Action is recommended for
award. So, it is in the interest of the applicant to prove that while topics could be similar, there are
different phases of the research.

Question 27

Can university students participate in the project?

Answer 27

The University students can take part in the research activities as the members of the research team,
as the Guidelines do not set any restrictions for their engagement. Their engagement into the action
and tasks (research, dissemination, other) should be described in the application form.

The University students also can take part in the project as the participants of the dissemination events,
if they are identified as the target group or final beneficiary group of the project.
Pay attention that in kind contribution and volunteer’s work (which would have financial value presented
in the budget; voluntary participation outside the bounds of project financing is not regulated or
forbidden) are ineligible costs (see 2.1.5. “Eligibility of costs”).

Question 28

Who has to make the project budget?
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Answer 28

According to Section 2.1 “Eligibility criteria” of the guidelines for applicants the lead applicant is the
entity submitting the application form, which must be supported with the Annex B (budget) and other
supporting documents.

The lead applicant may act individually or with co-applicant(s). In the latter case, the lead applicant is
responsible for consolidating all required costs of co-applicants, affiliated partners and lead applicant,
and developing Annex B (budget) with all required units, rates, amounts and justifications (descriptions
and estimation).

If awarded the grant contract, the lead applicant will become the beneficiary identified as the
coordinator in Annex G (special conditions). The coordinator is the sole interlocutor of the contracting
authority. It represents and acts on behalf of any other co-beneficiary (if any) and coordinate the design
and implementation of the action.

Question 29

I would like to clarify the eligibility of the Institute as European partner in the framework of the EU4
Belarus SALT Ill programme. Itis a public-law institution directly under federal government control,
without legal capacity, under the auspices of the Ministry.

| would appreciate your guidance regarding the eligibility for submitting a proposal under LOT 2 of
Salt lll programme.

Answer 29

According to Section 2.1.1. “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s))” of the
guidelines for applicants the lead applicant must “ be a specific type of organization such as: university
or other academic institution (like institutes of National Academy of Sciences, etc.) established in a
Member State of the European Union”. Universities and academic institution are the educational
institutions dedicated to education and research, which in their operational scope comply with a
definition of “academic institution”. If your organization by its legal framework (e.g. statutes) can be
defined as academic institution, then it would be eligible for participation in the call. If the organization
would be limited to definition of “research institution” or “accreditation institution”, then it could be
deemed ineligible as not complying with the requirement stated above. Applicant eligibility shall be
determined by the Selection Committee during the eligibility check based on applications content. The
contracting authority is not able to provide a prior opinion on the eligibility of applicants at this stage.

Question 30

| am an assistant professor in EU University since Nov 2021 and before that | worked as a postdoc
in Imperial college London for 3 years. | wonder if | am eligible for this call as a leader of the
research team for this call. | finished my PhD in 2015. | work as a postdoctoral researcher in the
Netherlands from 2015 to 2017. In 2018 to 2021 | worked as a postdoctoral researcher in the UK and
since Nov 2021 | worked as an assistant professor in VU Amsterdam.

Answer 30

To implement the action, application shallinclude a research team composed of team members
proposed by the lead applicant and co-applicant which meets the following criteria set in the Section
2.1.4. “Eligible actions” of the guidelines:
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i includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no
earlier than August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently
affiliated as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries)
university or research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher,
lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost his/her position
because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those
remaining in Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not
less than 4 years before the application for this call of proposals.

iii. includes a leader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.

According to the description of your academic career you meet the criterion “iii” set for the team leader,
as you have a PhD.

Question 31

| want to clarify whether it is correct that a leader of the research team should be affiliated with the
lead applicant organization? My another question is about our leader of the research team, she has
been working for 3 years in the EU University and 1 year in the university in the UK, while UK was
still a part of the EU. Is she eligible for this program?

Answer 31

1. The leader of the research team may be affiliated (employment contract, service contract, other)
either with the lead applicant or co-applicant institution to ensure remuneration capability, while
ensuring the requirement, that the lead applicant and co-applicant can propose members to the
research team. Other forms of cooperation (e.g. associate, as described in Section 2.1.3 of
Guidelines for Applicants) may be possible but would not allow remuneration for the team leader
(salary, service payments).

2. To be eligible for a position of the team leader of the research team a person must have a PhD. The
duration of the work in the European academic institutions is not among the criteria for the team
leader. However, from the description of the academic career in your question it can be assumed
that the person also meets the criterion for a researcher. According to the guidelines one member
of the research team can meet more than one criterion. Applicant as an entity and respective team
members eligibility shall be determined by the Selection Committee during the eligibility check
based on applications content. The contracting authority is not able to provide a prior opinion on
the eligibility of applicants at this stage. Please also refer to the Q&A 30 for a more detail explanation
of the criteria for the research team.

Question 32

1) In the ,,Declaration on Honour" should | choose "action" and insert the title of the project?
Assuming that an action is my project?

2) The University which is going to be the lead applicant does not have an official translation of its
Statute into other (than Polish) languages — will the Polish version be enough? The same applies to
profit and loss account and balance sheets.




18

3) Does the lead applicant have to provide profit and loss account and balance sheet for the past 3
financial closed years? Does a public university have to provide them?

Answer 32

1. Yes, inthe “Declaration of Honor” you should enter the title of the project (action) in the field "[action
[insert name/reference]]”.

2. Application form and its annexes must be completed in English, however other supporting
documents can be submitted in other EU language. See the Section 3.1.1. “Application form” of the
guidelines for applicants: “Where these documents are in an official language of the European Union
other than English, it is strongly recommended, in order to facilitate the evaluation, to provide a
translation of the relevant parts of the documents, proving the lead applicant's and, where applicable,
co-applicants' and affiliated entity(ies), relevant parts of these documents proving the lead
applicant's and, where applicable, co-applicants' and affiliated entity(ies)' eligibility, into English”.
While original documents can be in the original language, Contracting Authority asks facilitation of
the assessment either be providing translation (of the full documents or only the pertinent parts of it)
or at least provide forms of documents, which can be easily machine-translated (redactable forms
or generated pdf’s, which allow selection and copying of the text).

3. According to the Section 3.1.1. “Application form” of the guidelines for applicants the applicant must
submit with the application a profit and loss account and balance sheet for the past 3 financial
closed years: “A copy of the lead applicant’s profit and loss account and the balance sheet for up to
the three last financial years for which the accounts were closed. A copy of the latest account is not
required from the co-applicant(s) (if any)”. Note, as per footnote No. 8, that this obligation does not
apply when the accounts are in the same documents as the external audit report submitted with the
application. If your organization is a public body (as identified in your Legal Entity form) and is unable
to do so (e.g. internal or national external legal framework does not require development of such
documents and therefore, such documents are currently not available), you are able to submit the
application and provided comments where appropriate on the reasons why the required documents
cannot be provided at this point of time. Contracting authority will assess it case-by-case. Be advised
that depending on the assessment of the situation, non-provision of such documents could be
grounds for rejection of the application.

Question 33

Could you please answer the question about the validity period of the SALT-llIl Scholarship for
collective works? Since we did not find a time limit in the documents, in which month and year
should these 18 months fit? Is it necessary to start necessarily from May 2025? + 18 months (May
2025 - October 2026), or is it possible from September 2025 + 18 months (September 2025 -
February 2027), is it possible to start and, accordingly, finish this scholarship even later? Please
advise on this issue, or can you tell me where it can be looked at in terms of the scholarship? And
then we couldn't find the answer ourselves.

Answer 33
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Contracting Authority advice, that this call is for Academic Research Project Grants, which its nature is
funding for legal entities for academic and scientific research or study. Therefore, this call is not linked
to any type of “scholarship” (i.e. fixed monthly payments to students or other natural persons).

The guidelines for applicants for SALT Il Academic research grant projects do not define the project start
date but provide the indicative date of signing the grant agreements which is 21st July 2025 (page 24 of
the guidelines for applicants). Should the application amount be significant and the assessment period
in turn be prolonged, Grant Contract signing could be delayed up to August-October 2025. While the
project implementation period is defined by the grant agreement separately from the contract signing
date, the standard practice is to have the implementation period started from the next day after the
second party signs the contract. In justified cases (request and reasons provided in application where
appropriate), implementation period could be delayed (e.g. to the start of academic year), but due to the
deadline of SALT-IIl programme itself, projects with the implementation period of 18 months must be
started in October 2025 at the latest. The final project start and end dates will be specified in the grant
agreement.

Question 34

We have a question about whether it is possible to apply from an NGO as a Institute registered in
Lithuania.

The application requirements state that the organization must meet the following requirements:
"Eligibility of lead applicants:

- be a legal entity and

- be non-profit and

- be a specific type of organization such as: university or other academic institution (like institutes
of National academy of sciences, etc.) be established in a Member State of the European Union
and be directly responsible for the preparation and management of the action with the co-
applicant(s) and affiliated entity(ies), not acting as an intermediary and propose aresearch team.»
Do You think our Institute meets these requirements or would it be better to apply from some
university?

Answer 34

According to Section 2.1.1. “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s))” of the
guidelines for applicants the lead applicant must be a specific type of organization such as: university
or other academic institution (like institutes of National Academy of Sciences, etc.) established in a
Member State of the European Union. Universities and academic institution are the educational
institutions dedicated to education and research, which grants academic degrees.

If your respective institution does not grant academic degree, it cannot apply as a lead applicant but can
take part in a project as co-applicant partner. Co-applicants participate in designing and implementing
the action, and the costs they incur are eligible in the same way as those incurred by the lead applicant.

Question 35

I would like to inquire whether the University, as the lead applicant, can submit two separate grant
applications on behalf of two different research teams under the current call for proposals
EU4Belarus SALT Ill.
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Could you please confirm if this is possible and if there are any specific guidelines or restrictions
we should be aware of?

If this is possible, could you also clarify whether one person can be the leader of both research
teams in these projects? Are there any specific guidelines or restrictions regarding this?

Answer 35

Number of applications and grants per applicants/affiliated entities is defined in Section 2.1.4 “Eligible
actions: actions for which an application may be made” of the guidelines for applicants. According to
it:
- The lead applicant may submit more than 1 application under this call for proposals.
- Thelead applicant may not be awarded more than 1 grant under this call for proposals.
- The lead applicant may be a co-applicant or affiliated entity in another application at the same
time.
- A co-applicant/affiliated entity may be the co-applicant or affiliated entity in more than 1
application under this call for proposals.
- A co-applicant/affiliated entity may not be awarded more than 1 grant under this call for
proposals.

Question 36

Can be the main Lead applicant the self-governmental cultural institution financed by the
Municipality? They are ready to offer their contribution.

Answer 36

According to Section 2.1.1. “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s))” of the
guidelines for applicants the lead applicant must be a specific type of organization such as: university
or other academic institution (like institutes of National Academy of Sciences, etc.) established in a
Member State of the European Union. Following this eligibility requirement a self-governmental cultural
institution cannot apply as a lead applicant but can take part in a project as co-applicant or affiliated
partner. Co-applicants participate in designing and implementing the action, and the costs they incur
are eligible in the same way as those incurred by the lead applicant.

The lead applicant's source of funding is not among the eligibility criteria set out in the guidelines.

Also please see Q&A 34.

Question 37

1) There are people in our project team who publish scientific publications under a pseudonym,
since the repressions are directed at relatives who remain in Belarus. How can we include these
scientific works to substantiate the competence of researchers (indicate both the author and the
pseudonym)? (The Lithuanian Science Council includes works under a pseudonym in its
assessments).

2) And one more question. They would like to publish the results of the project on a website -
specifically for the creation of the page, we have a person who they would like to involve for this
task. Can we involve a participant only for the creation of the page or should the project team
consist only of people doing scientific work?

Answer 37
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1) Yes, please provide both the author and the pseudonym.

2) If the requirements for the research team according to Section 2.1.4. “Eligible actions: actions
for which an application may be made” (Research team composition)” the research team
members have met the following requirements; no other requirements apply to other members
included in the research team:

i. includes at least one present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier
than August 2020 due to repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently
affiliated as researcher, PhD student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries)
university or research institution, including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as
researcher, lecturer or PhD studentin Belarusian university or research institution, and has lost
his/her position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020
(concerns both those remaining in Belarus and in exile).

ii. includes at least one researcher that has worked in European academic institutions not less
than 4 years before the application for this call of proposals,

iii. includes a leader of the research team who has a PhD or equivalent.
Since one of the activities of the research project is the dissemination of research results, the team may
also caninclude a person who will be responsible for the dissemination of project results.

Question 38

"The Co-applicant(s)" and "The affiliated entity(ies)" are mentioned in the application form. But |
can't find the information, did they are necessary? Could the application without "The Co-
applicant(s)" and "The affiliated entity(ies)" be submitted?

Answer 38

According to the Section 2.1.1 “Eligibility of applicants (i.e. lead applicant and co-applicant(s)), the lead
applicant may act individually or with co-applicant(s). Your organisation can apply without a co-
applicant and an affiliated entity.

Question 39

4. | would like to apply as the research team leader associated with the research group at
University, but | would like to confirm whether | am eligible for that: | have been working at
University for more than 10 years now, first as a PhD student and later as a postdoctoral
researcher and currently also guest professor. However, during most of that time | have not
officially been remunerated by the University, but | was paid by the Research Foundation
Flanders (FWQO). Currently | am also remunerated by a postdoctoral grant from the FWO. | would
like to confirm that this is not a problem for my application as a team leader for the SALT Ill
application?

5. The team member from Belarus is currently not affiliated with our university, but would receive
a service contract or employment contract in case our project is approved. | was wondering
what kind of evidence should be provided for this? Is it sufficient to indicate the costs that will
be associated with these contract(s)? Apart from that | was also wondering whether there is a
minimum requirement on the amount of money that is foreseen for this employment/service
contract, and whether there is for example a minimum employment percentage that should be
considered.
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Answer 39

1. According to the Section 2.1.4. “Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made”
(Research team composition)” of the guidelines for applicants to be eligible for a position of the team
leader of the research team a person must have a PhD or equivalent: “includes a leader of the
research team who has a PhD or equivalent”. The guidelines do not foresee any other requirements.
Please see a more detail explanation at Q&A 31.

2. According to Section 2.1.4. “Eligible actions: actions for which an application may be made”
(Research team composition)” the research team member from Belarus has to be currently affiliated
with the European university or research institution, including think tanks: “includes at least one
present or former citizen of Belarus, who has left Belarus since no earlier than August 2020 due to
repression or persecutions on political grounds and who is currently affiliated as researcher, PhD
student and/or lecturer at European (EU, EEA, UK, EaP countries) university or research institution,
including think tanks, or who had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian
university or research institution, and has lost his/her position because of political reasons and
repressions no earlier than August 2020 (concerns both those remaining in Belarus and in exile)”. To
meet this eligibility criterion, set for the research team, the applicant will have to submit a prove of a
current affiliation of the Belarusian member of the team with any of the above-mentioned academic
education or research institution or a prove that a person was affiliated with any Belarusian academic
education or research institution before August 2020. Expected future affiliation with the applicant
does not prove the current affiliation of a person.

There is no minimum recruitment or contracting requirement for research team members in the
guidelines, so the applicant(s) can decide the scope of employment/contracting independently
based on the project needs.

Question 40

Regarding the madatory documents for SALT Ill Research project grants, we would like to enquire
whether a copy of the lead “s applicant profit and loss accoount and the balance sheet for up to the
three last financial years is mandatory also for the university as the public institution.

We are also not sure about the Annex E Financial identification form, which we can provide only
after the project approval. Can we submit this annex if the project will be approved before Grant
Contract signing?

Answer 40

Please see Q&A 32 answer No 3 regarding an answer to the first part of the question.

Yes, the Annex E Financial identification form can be submited before signing the Grant Contract after
receiving an approval that your project was approved for support.

Question 41
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In our case, the leading organization will be University, and | will be the only person from University,
so | will be the leader and also the person who has worked in EU institution.

1)Who is the contact person for University?

Same question for the co-applicant organization. There will be one person only.

Answer 41

Regarding the contact person the applicant institution decides by itself who is the contact person in the
project proposal. The same is for the co-applicant institution (if any).

Question 42

The research team member should be employed by the lead applicant or co-applicant. This is not
the case for us, but our professor was affiliated with a Belarusian academic education or research
institution before August 2020. Based on it, | now understand that this is sufficient to be a team
member and that we don’t need to offer professor an employment or service contract during the
project? Do | understand correctly that he can be included as an associate (and also team
member) for whom we cover the travel and accommodation costs during the project?

Answer 42

According to the information provided in the question it is assumed that professor is eligible as
Belarusian researcher for the research team as he was affiliated with a Belarusian academic education
or research institution before August 2020, however the prove should be provided that he lost his
position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020 (Section 2.1.4 “ or who
had been affiliated as researcher, lecturer or PhD student in Belarusian university or research institution,
and has lost his/her position because of political reasons and repressions no earlier than August 2020
(concerns both those remaining in Belarus and in exile”).

Following the criteria (Section 2.1.5.) the lead applicant and co-applicant(s) (if any) must form a research
team and at least one research team member must be a Belarusian meeting the criteria (Section 2.1.4).
Research team members provided by the applicants (lead and co-applicant) to satisfy the criteria for
research team have to be employed in the project in case of award and grant agreement signature.

If at least one Belarusian member of the research team satisfies the requirement for Belarusian team
member, other Belarusian members may act as “associate” members who would not be required to
meet criteria for research team. As per Section 2.1.3 of the Guidelines for Applicants, organizations or
individuals (including those of Belarusian citizenship) can be involved with the project as “associates”.
Such associates play a real role in the action but may not receive funding from the grant, except for per
diem or travel costs. Therefore “associates” cannot receive salary reimbursement and cannot satisfy
eligibility criteria listed above. Associates do not have to meet the eligibility criteria referred to in Section
2.1.1. Associates must be mentioned in Part B Section 3 — ‘Associates participating in the action’ — of
the grant application form.

Question 43

1) Do we understand correctly that the application form should be filled out and sent by a
representative of the Lead-applicant/organization? How exactly should this happen: should the
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representative of the Lead-applicant/organization log in to the program website and fill out the
application from a work email address or can he/she also do it from his private email address?

2) Our project involves Belarusian and Lithuanian colleagues. Can our Institute receive financial
resources to pay our Belarusian colleagues (authors of the research) and administrators/managers
of the project?

Answer 43

1) The guidelines say that “To submit the application the applicant should register to the electronic
system “Submittable” (Section 3.1.2). It is up to the lead applicant to decide who and with which email
address (institutional or personal) to register, as the guidelines do not set any additional registration
requirements.

2) According to the Section 2.1.5. “Eligibility of costs: costs that can be included” of the guidelines, gross
salary for the research team members and administration staff is among the eligible costs:

- gross salaries including social security charges and other remuneration-related costs (excluding
bonuses) of the research team members or service contracts with research team members
assigned to the Action (section 2.1.4 of the Guidelines for Applicants) and project management
and administration staff in charge for the implementation of the Action, (e.g. project manager,
financial manager, technical project coordinator, etc.).

- There are no restrictions for the costs for the research team, however the project management
and administration staff costs shall not exceed 10% of total direct costs.

Question 44

1. In the guidelines. P.16, footnote 8 to point 3:

“This obligation does not apply when the accounts are in practice the same documents as the
external audit report already provided pursuant to Section 2.2.1, point 1.”

There is no Section 2.2.1 in the document. What is this referring to?

2. What are the hourly salary rates to be used? Those of VU depending on the qualifications?

3. Would it be helpful to add commercial offers for consumables to substantiate the budget?

4. Who is the contact person for VU for questions related to the lead applicant organization?

5. Can | upload a self-made GANNT chart for 2.1.3 or does it have to follow the template (P.2.1.3-
Indicative-action-plan) precisely?

6. Is 5.7 in the budget referring to conference fees (since per diem and transport are mentioned
earlier)? Should accommodation costs be included/described in the justification? (as there is no
specific field).

Answer 44

1) Please see Q&A 32 point 3. The section number in the footnote is a typo.
According to the Section 3.1.1. “Application form” of the guidelines for applicants the applicant must
submit with the application a profit and loss account and balance sheet for the past 3 financial closed
years: “A copy of the lead applicant’s profit and loss account and the balance sheet for up to the three
last financial years for which the accounts were closed. A copy of the latest account is not required from
the co-applicant(s) (if any)”. Note, as per footnote No. 8, that this obligation does not apply when the
accounts are in the same documents as the external audit report submitted with the application. If your
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organization is a public body (as identified in your Legal Entity form) and is unable to do so (e.g. internal
or national external legal framework does not require development of such documents and therefore,
such documents are currently not available), you are able to submit the application and provided
comments where appropriate on the reasons why the required documents cannot be provided at this
point of time. Contracting authority will assess it case-by-case. Be advised that depending on the
assessment of the situation, non-provision of such documents could be grounds for rejection of the
application.
2) It’s upto the applicant to decide.
3) Please see Q&A 24 tofill in the Budget form, including the justification of the costs.
4) It’sup tothe applicant to decide.
5) Please follow the template of 2.1.3-Indicative-action-plan.
6) The budget line “5.7 Costs of conferences/seminars” is for the costs related to the participation
in or organisation of the conferences and seminars necessary for the implementation of the
project.

Question 45

We have a Belarusian scientist who has received an individual SALT grant until December 31, 2025.
Is it possible to invite her to our research team? We would start our activities from September 01,
2025.

Answer 45

According to the guidelines for applicants for SALT Ill Academic research grant projects, the applicant
and lead applicant(s) should be legal entities which have to form a research team. You can take part in
the research team as long as your individual research topic supported by SALT Il is different from the one
you will apply as a research team member under SALT Ill. This rule is set to avoid double funding for the
same activity.

Question 46

| have questions about the project budget for the call reference: NDICI-GEO-NEAR/2023/444-419.
Is it required to secure funds for the audit?

How to describe travel?

Answer 46

1. Yes, the audit verification costs shall be included in the budget of the project (Action).
2. Describe the purpose of the travel, type of travelling (by plane, train, bus, etc.), number of travelling
people, itinerary from-to-back, indicative costs, etc.

Question 47

We wanted to clarify whether we should indicate the entire project estimate in column 1 of the
project budget or only the estimate of the use of the requested amount? l.e. the requested support
amount is 80,000, but the total value of the project is: 84,200 Eur - for which amount we should fill
in "11. Total eligible costs (9+10)".
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Answer 47

The budget must include all eligible costs necessary for the implementation of the action, both the part
financed by the contracting authority and the part contributed by the applicants. Therefore, the full value
of the project (Action) must be indicated in line No. 11 of the first sheet of the Budget form (Annex B). The
third sheet of the budget form must indicate which part of the budget is the EU support part (A) and which
partis the applicant's contribution (B).

(see also Q&A 24: The budget must include eligible costs related to the Action as a whole, the part
financed by the Contracting Authority and the contribution of the applicants).




